STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 18,135
g

)

Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent of
Prevention, Assistance, Transition, and Health Access (PATH)
reduci ng his Food Stanp benefits based on a decrease in his
shel ter costs.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a single man who has $624. 04 per
month in income from Social Security benefits.® Until
recently, he received $133 per nonth in Food Stanp benefits
based on shelter expenses of over $400 per nonth.

2. In October of this year, the petitioner noved in
with a friend and began payi ng $150 per nonth for rent plus
hal f of the utilities which is $183 per nonth. This figure

was derived by dividing in half the standard utility anount of

! Because of a $10 nonthly recoupnment by the Social Security
Adm ni stration, the petitioner actually receives only $614 per nonth.
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$366 for a person receiving fuel assistance. This standard is
actually nore than the utility expenses of the household. The
petitioner’s entire shelter cost was found to be $333 per
nmonth. The petitioner does not dispute this finding.

3. Based on this new shelter situation, PATH
recal cul ated the petitioner’s Food Stanp eligibility. The
petitioner received a $134 standard deduction fromhis $624. 04
income for $490.04 in adjusted inconme. Fifty percent of that
amount is $245.02. The difference between that ampount and the
petitioner’s $333 shelter cost, $87.98, was assigned to him as
an excess shelter amount. That amount was subtracted fromthe
adj usted incone for a countable Food Stanp incone of $402. 06.
PATH notified the petitioner by a letter dated Cctober 23,
2002 that his Food Stanps based on that anmount of incone woul d
be $18.00 per nonth and that his benefits would be reduced
begi nni ng on Novenber 1, 2002.

4. The petitioner appeal ed that determ nati on because
he says that he needs the prior anount of $123 per nonth to
buy food and has other bills which he nust pay fromhis
i ncomne.

ORDER

The decision of PATH is affirned.
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REASONS

Under the Food Stanp Regul ations, the anpunt of a
househol d’s nmonthly allotnent is determ ned according to
househol d i ncome m nus any applicable deductions. F.S.M 8§
273.9 et. seq. Al one person households are entitled to a
standard deduction of $134 (F.S.M § 372.9d(1) and Procedures
Manual P-2590A) and to an excess shelter deduction in the
anount that their shelter costs exceed fifty percent of their
income (F.S M 8§ 273.9d(5)).

As of COctober 2002, the petitioner had $624.04 in Soci al
Security income. PATH correctly deducted $134 from his incone
for a net of $490.04. It also correctly deducted $87.98 as
t he amount by which the petitioner’s shelter costs exceeded
fifty percent of his income. The resulting income $402. 06
entitles a one-person household to $18.00 in Food Stanps under
the regul ations. (See Procedures Manual § P-2590 D5.)

The petitioner is experiencing the frustration that nmany
| ow-i ncome people face who try to reduce their housing
expenses in order to make their incone go farther only to find
that they get less in Food Stanps. PATH is correct, however,
that its regul ations, based on federal rules, do require such

a result. The Board nust therefore uphold the result as
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consistent wwth the regulations. 3 V.S A 8 3091(d) and Fair
Hearing Rule 17.
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